in their ethical principles and behavior.4 I turn next to Abelard's Collationes in the dialogue between the Philosopher and the Jew, connecting and comparing it to the Commentary on Romans; both these texts are concerned as well with the comparison between Jews and gentiles in relation to reason and righteousness. An examination of these texts and the role of Jews and Judaism as Abelard understands them show, first, that Abelard's reflections on the Jews are reflections of his own thought and, second, that they have a role to play in the shifting ground of Christian anti-Jewish polemic in the twelfth century. Abelard's Commentary on Romans and his Collationes are struggling with the same issues and with the same ambivalence about the Jews and their relative goodness compared to the gentiles, the same problematic that motivates the discussion of the Jews in his theologies. Paul's letter to the Romans compares the situation of the Jews and gentiles on the gap between their knowledge of and righteousness toward God.
I will argue, first, that the different versions of the theology show some changes of tone and emphasis and that it is the drive to use and defend reason, dialectic, and pre-Christian philosophical sources that shifts Abelard's view of the Jews. Abelard moves between equating the position of the Jews and the philosophers and ethnicos and fairly clearly downgrading the Jewish position vis-à-vis that of the philosophers in ways that are more negative toward the Jews than some of his sources, like Augustine and Origen. In the Collationes, I concentrate on Abelard's presentation of the Jew, in which the most fascinating and original part is Abelard's attempt to inhabit the point of view of a Jewish thinker responding to the Philosopher's criticisms. Abelard has been assessed as remarkably tolerant, even pluralist in these passages. I argue that, on the one hand, Abelard does attempt to give a sympathetic picture of the Jewish perspective but that, on the other hand, he presents the Jew as holding views that place him in dialogue with Abelard's own views and criticizing him in terms of his own moral theory. What is perhaps more interesting about the Collationes, I want to suggest, is that all three participants are largely Pauline; it is as if Abelard has taken Paul's letter to the Romans and imagined it as a dialogue. By this I don't mean that the Jew and Philosopher agree with Paul's conclusions but that they, along with the Christian, operate in an orbit of
